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Special Consultative Status with the United Nations Economic Social Council .
Report
UNODC: Commission on Narcotic Drugs, 64th session
12th – 16th April, 2021
Due to the current Covid-19 pandemic, the CND conference has changed to
hybrid version, only limited number of people can be attended. Mr. Tobias Krachler,
Vice President of OFAP, also the representative in Vienna for International Affairs, has
joined the meeting in person while Mr. Nuno Jorge, President of OFAP has joined the
conference as an observer online. Precaution is still on and is advised by the Secretary
before the Conference starts.

Ghada Waly, Executive Director of UNODC makes her

opening speeches. She said these conventions were adopted
to safeguard our people and as in the spirit of CND, “No one
left behind”. She thank you all the supports from all parties
and emphasis that we must continue to forge evidencebased policies that safeguards out people, especially the
most vulnerable.

Meanwhile, Costa Rica on behalf of the group of the 77
and China made the statement to reassure international cooperation based on scientific
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evidence to safeguard all humanity. Multilateralism and effective collaboration are
essential, just as international law. They recognize the efforts undertaken by criminal
justice and law enforcement institutions in upholding the conventions, those are the
cornerstones of the international drug control system. Demand & supply reduction,
universal declaration of human rights with full respect to the autonomy and integrity of
the member states. The group reaffirms their commitment to reduce and eliminate
production, trafficking of illicit drugs as well as preventing the diversion of medicines.
Addressing socioeconomic issues – comprehensive and sustainable development and
solutions to drug challenges. Technical assistant, national efforts – multidisciplinary
approaches based on scientific evidence. Evolving challenges. Common and shared
responsibility. Society free of drug abuse. We recognize the importance of accessing
treatments with appropriate measures for age, gender, and families.

Side Event: Strengthening Community Support for Recovery

Organized by IFNGO, co-organize by Sana
Singapore and ARTM Macau, Mr. Augusto Nogueira,
also the Vice President of OFAP, introduced Mr.
Abdul Karim, Executive Director of Singapore AntiNarcotic Association (SANA) as the first speaker for
the side event. The topic is Community-Centered
Approach in Substance Abuse Recovery in
Singapore, in which Families play an important
part in the recovery.
Guiding Principle of Recovery includes three major parts:
1. Many Pathways – Pathways to recovery vary from one person to another,
individualized treatment Plan
2. Motivation / Hope – believe recovery is possible & move him up in the stages of
recovery
3. Holistic – Housing, employment, education, mental health, spiritually, pro social
networks, family support
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The next speaker is Mr. Augusto Nogueira, who talked about his “Hold on to Hope
Project” – a Vocational Training Project to support the integration in the society.
Why Hold on to Hope Project?
People that use drugs or are
recovered are overall more likely
than the general population to be
vulnerably housed, to report fewer
years of education and fewer
educational qualifications, and to be
unemployed. Their social and family
networks may be less well
developed than in the general population.
Ongoing treatment contact and long-term secondary illnesses mean that they often have
to attend daytime prescribing, support and aftercare services, causing disrupted
working weeks, which can be difficult to reconcile with regular employment.
Further challenges await those individuals who successfully complete drug treatment.
The stigma associated with being a (former) problem drug user and the increased
likelihood of having a criminal record mean that obtaining and maintaining employment
is more difficult.
We hope H2H will make a difference, to contribute to change the perception of the
society, to open more opportunities and to eliminate the stigma.
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Mr. Daoming Zhang, the office of National Narcotic Control Commission, as the third
speaker talks about the insight of the current situation in China with topic “New Strive,
New Life”.
China has established “8.31” Program – an enhanced version of CBD rehab portfolio
since 2016.
Concept – centering on humanity,
providing care and support
Method – Mobilizing all resources
from the society, and utilizing all
rehab measures that are effective
and complementary
Objective – establishing a more
balanced, comprehensive and
scientific evidence-based strategy
followed by concrete practice that
combines detoxification, recovery,
vocational training and (re)employment that contribute to social integration.
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Side-event “VNGOC Ad Hoc Working Group, NGOs from Asia unite to create a consensus and a
call for attention to the challenges in Asia regarding drug matters”

Vice President of OFAP,
concurrently President of ARTM,
Mr. Augusto Nogueira, has joined
with VNGOC Ad Hoc Working Group
and made his presentation. Under
the topic of Principle of Balance,
their working group found many
factors that can affect the drug
matters in Asia, that include
sustainability, gender sensitive, treatment, rehab for women and child, harm reduction,
comorbid issues, address prison settings etc. At the same time, Mr. Cheung Lik Hang,
Erick, also introduce how ARTM is working with the collaboration of the government
and the police to tackle Macau’s drug situation. With their intensive efforts, the NSP
rewarding Program, includes management like the NSP mobile, hotline, foot patrol
team, participation of IDU, etc, they have achieved a return rate of 104% for their
Needle Syringe Program.

Side Event: Frontliners for Curbing Substance Use
Among Children and Youths During Covid-19
Ms. Mirella Dummar Frahi, Chief of the Civil Society Unit
for UNODC introduced the substance control during
Covid-19 period. She also mentioned that UNODC has
developed a platform called “Market Place” for NGOs to
gather and contact each other. It was developed in 2018
but it comes out to be very useful especially during this
period of time. A video about the “Market Place” is also
introduced at the end of the session allowing people to know how it can be used.
The website is: https://mp.vngoc.org/js/index.php
Mr. George Ochieng Odalo from the Slum Child Foundation makes his speech. He talks
about the current situation in Kenya.
Mr. Nikita from National Anti-Drug Union speaks in Russian, however, due to technical
issue, the interpretation does not work. Elisabeth helps in the translation. They have
developed a game for building relations.
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Amy Ronshausen, Executive Director of World Federation Against Drugs talks about the
difficulties for Women or minority group to get the treatments or the need of long
recovery period.

Side Event: Informal dialogue with International Narcotic Control Board (INCB)
Ms. Penny Hill, Chair of the
VNGOC introduced today’s
speaker, Chair of the INCB, Mr.
Cornelis Pieter de Joncheere.
Mr. Joncheere first
acknowledged and
congratulate the new board of
VNGOC. Towards the end of the
CND this year, he specially
thanks those NGO with the written statements for this conference, and he would like to
encourage NGO to follow the recommendations that are raised and agreed upon during
the conference. He hopes that VNGOC and INCB can continue to connect with each other
through physical meetings as well as online meetings. Since the covid-19, INCB is not
able to organize country visits, which usually involves NGOs and the government and
the ministry, together with the Vienna Committee. Now INCB may change to ask the
board members to see if the visits can be resumed regionally and hopefully resume after
summer, but may be just with civil society and ensure the full implementation of the
government of laws and social integration and rehabilitation.
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INCB will create a questionnaire for civil society on respect in online meeting and try to
engage everyone during this period of time. The plans of INCB for cannabis are laid out
in great detail (including agenda etc.) in this document:
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/349572996

Side Event: Informal dialogue with World Health Organziation (WHO)
Coordinator of the WHO Management of
Substance Abuse unit at WHO
Headquarters in Geneva, Mr. Vladimir
Poznyak, and Dr. Gilles Bernard -Forte,
Coordinator EMP and VERSTER, Annette
Digna are representing WHO to answer
questions from Mr. Ergin Beceren,
Director of International Cooperation
from VNGOC and the members.
The questions mainly focus on how to
regulate the use of cannabis in medical use as well as the proof in the effectiveness and
the consequence in using the cannabis. The difference in the regulations among
Cannabis, Tobacco and Alcohol are also discussed, such that the law makers and the
government are used to amend driving laws, licensing, taxation etc for Tobacco and
Alcohol, while they are not familiar with the level of usage for Cannabis, the effects or
side-effects of it are also not widely known or having no relevant data, thus, it is
complicated and is harder for implementation.
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